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WHEN IN MANILA,STAY AT THE
MANILA HILTON

Downtown Manila. Just a few minutes from every-
where ... Shopping centers ... Walled City ... Rizal
Park ... Malacanang Palace ... Jai Alai... Embas-
sies ... Airlines. 430 air-conditioned luxury rooms.
Swimming Pool. Super Service. " Top of the Hilton”
— Manila’s swankiest Supper Club. Floor Shows.
Luncheon Fashion Shows. "1571" — Manila’s
grooviest Disco. “ Rotisseria™ and “ Port Orient”™ —
Manila’s finest restaurants. In the heart of Manila,
the best in Manila — MANILA HILTON.

MAN.LA)@(H:LTON

Maria Ovess cov. United Mations Ave. Ermita, Manils
Tol 40-80-11, Cabie Telex: HILTELS, Manily
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PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER ron asix

EAST AVENUE, QUEZON CITY 1630
PHILIPPINES

MESSAGE

On the occasion of the International Philippine Philatelic Society’s Stamp Exhibition
scheduled for the l4th of February, 1976, I am extending my warm congratulations to

its organizers and staff.

Very timely sct the exhibit performs more than just a rich cultural role. To the
general publie, it is an interesting and informative experience that brings to the fo-

cus, more significant areas of the Medical field.

In behalf of the Philippine Heart Center for Asia, I wish you all success and thank
you fur joining us during this Philippine Heart Month, in the dissemination of medical

history uniquely through this exhibit.

AVENTI(J P. AVENTURA, M.D.
Director
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PHILIPPINE HEART CENTER FOR ASIA — A Story of Compassion

In late 1971 a woman afflicted with
rheumatic heart disease needed open heart
surgery to survive. She did not have
enough money to defray the cost, so sne
sought the help of the V. Luna Medizal
Center cardiac team which agreed to do the
operation. However, some problems still
remained: a few basic expenses related
with the operation but beyond the scope of
the cardiac team.

A member of the cardiac team broached
the matter to the First Lady, knowing che
takeg keen interest in matters that mean
helping the little people a bit more.

" The woman was saved. The First Lady,

on the other hand, found yet another of

her people s enemies to fight against: heart
disease. ’

Aware of the growing menace of heart
diseases to the lives of many Filipinos,
the First Lady gathered the country’s top
heart specialists, prominent businessmen
and government officials together to map
out the campaign against heart diseases.
It is barely known that many of the vie-
tims of heart diseases come from the low-
income majority who, without enough mo-
ney, cannot afford the needed heart care.

Out of this meeting was born the Heart
Foundation of the Philippines, a private,
non-stock and non-profit organizaton, The
Foundation was launched at Malacahang
Palace on February 14, 1972 Valentine’s
Day, a fitting oceasion to start a campaign
to combat heart {jsease. The launching ce-
remony was witnessed by Madame Tien
Soeharto, Indonesia's First Lady. The
fund-raising campaign which was started
on the same day, brought in some two mil-
lion pesos worth of donations — one mil-
lion pesos more than the targeted amount
— from the government and private sec-
tors as well as ecivie-minded individuals.
On the same day a team led by Dr. Avelino
P. Aventura performed a successful open

heart surgery at the V. Luna Medical Cen-
ter, seen nationwide via colored television.

The Foundation has a threefold objec-
tive, namely:

1. Patient Care

a. To extend the best and most ef-
fective heart care to needy patients, includ-
ing heart surgery. To this end, the Foun-
dation shall give financial assistance pri-
marily to cases needing surgical correction:
by open heart technique, and shall set up,
eventually, its own Heart Center.

b. To develop methods of diagnosis
and treatment which are suitable to Fili-
pino heart patients

2. Cardiology Education

a. To plan, initiate and develop ap-
propriate post-graduate teaching pro-
grams to broaden the knowledge of doe-
tors and paramedical personnel. )

b. Te organize an information cam-
paign, in coordination with other interested
agencies, in order to enlighten the publie
on heart care and diseases of the heart.
To this end, February shall be set aside
as the '*heart month ” in which an inten-
sive information campaign is to be con-
ducted through the mass media, including
heart forums and seminars, for the. lay
publie. :

c. To provide specialized training in
eardiology to young Filipino doctors by
providing them with fellowships.

3. Research in Heart Disease

a. To conduct more accurate surveys
of heart diseases in the Philippines in or-
der to determine its magnitude and its
identifying features than are presently
known.



b. to wverify and identify any peculiar
features of various types of heart disease
which may be particularly relevant to
diseaseg affecting Filipino -subjects.

¢. 'To develop methods of contrel and
prevention of the types of heart diseases
which can be put under contrcl and per-
haps totally prevented.

d. To encourage and support basie
research in heart disease, particularly
those types which are more -prevalent
among, if not peculiar to, Filipino subjects
and -environment.

Because of the increasing number of
people who suffer from heart disease, the
Foundation felt it was not only necessary
to give financial assistance to heart pa-
tients unable to pay their way through a
much-needed heart care and/or heart sur-
gery, but it also felt it was important to
provide a continuing health education for
the masses Many of the patients who die
of heart disease are ignoran:t" of its symp-
toms and the proper health care.

The Philippine Heart Association, there-
fore, together with the Foundation and
the Department of Health petitioned his
Excellency, President Ferdinand E. Marcos
to set aside one month of every year for
cardiology education. President Marcos
issued Presidential Proclamation 1096 in
which he declared February of each year
as the Philippine Heart Month. - He de-
creed that this month is to be devoted to
“the task of effecting the highest possible
degree of health care among our people
through intensive encouragement of re-
search, experimentation .and study of the
human heart and its affliction, as well as
community involvement in the task of na-
tion-building for a healthier citizenry by
extensive mass continuing education.

It wag never the idea of the First Lady
to found a philanthropic oragnization
merely to raise funds and provide *free
operation, medication, ‘hospitalization and

rehabilitation” to deserving heart patients.
Her goal was to set up a center which
would provide the setting for just that
kind of campaign. A heart center, there-
fore, was necessary to serve as base from
which the activities of the Foundation were
to emanate,

‘The goal of the Heart Center was out-
lined by the First Lady: “While the Heart
Foundation attendsd to the shorter range
goal t0  extend. medical aid to  those
in urgent need of it, the Heart Center was
envisioned to formulate and implement the
longer range program for further ressarch-
es on heart diseases for their prevention
and eventual cure.

Fourteen months later, the Philippine
Heart Center for Asia stands as a magni-
ficent symbol of hope for the millions of
cardiac sufferers, the temple — in the
words of the First Lady —‘ where the pass-
ing medical scientists can offer the striec-
ken the healing power of his art and of
his heart.”

Designed by Architect Jorge Ramos, the
Philippine Heart Center for Asia is be-
lieved to be the most modern heart hos-
pital in this part of the world, containing
the best features of ileading heart hospi-
tals in the United States and Europe. The
Heart Center 1s made up of the Medical
Arts building ard the hospital proper. The
eight-storey Medical Arts building houses
among others, executive offices, doctros’ of-
fices and research laboratories.

Facilities for Patient Care. The four-
story Heart Hospital contains the most
advance medical facilities for the treatment
of heart patients.

The first floor of the hospital. for in-
stance, contains medern X-ray facilities,
an Out Patient Department equipped with
modern diagnostic apparatus, cardiovascu-
lar laboratories, a well furnished room for
cardiac rehabilitation, a fully equipped
emergency room and & pharmacy.



The Heart Hospital has four fully
equipped operating rooms cn the second
floer where the Intensive Care Unit and
the recovery rcoms are lecated. A hatch-
way facilitates the transfer of a patient
from hig room to the operating room.

The coronary care units and the pe-
diatric units are found ecn the next floor.
The conference room is fully equipped with
audio-visual facilities.

Medical and research laboratories where
scientific investizations on heart diseases
and related fields of interest will be con-
ducted constitute a very important sec-
tion of the Heart Hospital. These labo-
ratories are equipped with up tn-date
scientific apparatus to meet the demands
for increased scientific inquiries.

The Heart Hospital has a bed capacity
of 128. Each floor of the hospital is cou-
veniently divided inio what are d=scribed
as Petal A, Petal B and Petal C. The pa-
tients’ rooms are distributed according
to this petal-shape arrangement and are
within view of the nurses’ station where
the conditions of heart patients are con-
stantly monitored. Each private room is
equipped with modern apparatus. Another
equally important function of the PHCA 13
to serve as a heart research center for the
Philippines and, hopefully for Asia.

In general the research efforts of the
Heart Center are geared toward the Asian
heart: the effects of Asian climates, diets,
life habits, risk factors prevalent in the
region, related diseases and other factors
which influence ecardiac conditions in Asia.
In particular, the Heart Center will en-
gage in a threeprong research activity:
clinical research, basic research and bio-
engineering. This is inspired by the fact
that today’s scientific problems require the
coordinated efforts of medical scientists,
biochemists and engineers. This interdis-
ciplinary approach will be useful in com-
batting heart diseases, in teaching and in
developing medical equipment,

Another im-
portant activity of the Heart Center 1s
its program of continuing education. The
Heart Center hopes to be the meeting place
of scientists, physicians, surgeons and edu-
cators where exchange of information on
the human heart, particularly the Asian
heart, mav be fruitfully carried oul through
a series of congresses, conventions, semi-
nars and conferences,

Education and Training.

In addition, it hopes to be the place
where scientists and heart specialists may
meet to share knowledge about the human
heart, and so educate the people in pre-
venting cardiac disorders and to tell them
where and when to obtain treatment when
such disorders occur. The Heart Center
hopes to be the source of information on
the heart, heart care and prevention of
he;u‘t disorders.

When  she 'summed up the rationale
behind a heart information drive more
than a year ago, Mrs. Imelda Romualdez
Marcos could very well have spoken of the
reasons for a heart center. She said:

“The concern for human life is the
philosophy behind our concern for the hu-
man heart. Each single one of our citizens
is of great value not just to himself ur
his kin, but also to human society to which
he belongs. It is the spirit of {he {imes
that brings to us this awareness.’




DR. JOSE P. RIZAL, OPHTHALMIC SURGEON

by Geminiano de Ocampo, M.D.#

(D>, ‘gu;a‘ P Kizal, the ‘ijz,ifi/_wlbi:za
National Hero - the f}tsatuﬁ \ji[i/_vino
heno and maztyv. - has been df.s/.-icfscl
in many stamp issues of the gjﬁ.ilifb[:inai.
F noted szientist, doztox o/ mscticins,
[_‘/_;i[mﬂ/_‘[z,st, ﬁ:u!l_'fot, ts[o'ml:::, histor-
ian, noafr:[i;t, Post. !'ou'um[i.tt and /.'o.[y—
glot, KRizal was [)':o.rzourz:zc[ ac the grza=
test and most veusatils genius gost pro=
duced [:‘a,- the =1 fu.[n‘qmz raze and tml_a,,
a citizen of the world.)

(This is a digest of an artizle written

in 1961. Its purpose is to Lhrow more

light on the phase of life of Rizal as
an eye surgeon.)

Deciding on A Career and Purpose in Speciclizing In Cphthalmology. Ponciano, the
elder hrother of Dr. Rizal, influenced him very much o take up medicine and ophthal-
mology. On July 16, 1885, he wrote Rizal “You said in your previcus letter that you in-
tend to go to Germany to take up ophthalmclogy. Now you say you are going to England.
You can do as you choose, because this spezialty would be useful to the family and in this
country few or none practice this specialty.”

No doubt the failing sight of his mother influenced Rizal in taking up ophthaimoliogy.
“The determination to study medicine was motivated by the fact that his mother lost her
sight the previous year so that when he returned home during the Christmas vacation
of 1879, she could not recognize him except after much effort.”

U=zdergraduate Medical Studies. Rizal took his first to fourth year medicine at the San-
to Tomas University from 1878 to 1882 when he deeided to continue his studies in Europe
at the Central University of Madrid. His rceord ns a student of medicine was honor-
alle but nat brilliant. He received his Deentiate in medicine on June 21. 1884, Although
he finished the reventh year medicine (1884-1885) and was enfitled morally to the degree
of Doctor of Medicine, he was not legally a decctor of medicine beeause he did not read
his thesis for doctorate. He obtained thru ihe help of Dr. Baldomero Roxas a duplicate of
his degree of Licentiate in Medicine only in March 1892 in Hong Kong, after Le decided
to practice ophtha’mology there.

Fost-graduate Studies in Ophthalmology Y€ tcok up post-gradusnte studies in ophthalmolo-
gy fer two years (1885-1887) in France, Germary and Belgium. In Paris, he was under
Dr. L. de Wecker. In a letter of Rizzl dated December 4, 1885, from Paris, Boulevard Asa-

10

\.



e el i i ity i e

i, B

T o

jo 65, he related his first days with de Wecker “I go every day and I learn enough every-
t:me a new operation and a new disease picsents. The professor made him visit his
house hesides the clinic on Sundays.” Then he mentioned ithat praticing with de Wecker
was costing him much money which may be useful to him someday. He added that the
instrumants were costly. In Paris, he aso studied under Dr. Sulzer and Dr. Galezwosky.
In Germany, he worked under Dr. Otto Becker at Heideberg. In a letter on February
24, 1886 from the Augen Klinik of Otto Bec ker at Karls Strasse 18, he wrote, “Becker is
not as famous nor as great an operator as de Wecker of Paris but in Germany he enjoys
much fame and has written much. Here we donet do as many operations as in Paris (with
a population of 2,000,000) while Heidelberg at Baden has only 24,000 people. It is the
Sole Eye Clinic here but in Paric there are plenty of ophthalmologists. Half of the day
1 study German and cther half I dedicate to the study of eyve disease.” In Berlin, he was
ander Dr. Karl Theodore Schweigger.

Where Rizal Practiced Ophthalmology. He practiced ophthalmology mainly in three pla-
ces: in Calamba and Dapitan of the Philippines and in Hong Kong, although according te
a few he treated some patienis in Manila for a short time. Rizal mentioned in his diary.
frem Dapitan  to Barcelona _ he treated eye patients in Dumaguete, Iloilo and Cehu
during the stop overs of the boat at these places. Rizal also operaled on one eye of a pa-
tient, Lorenzo Tuazon, of Malabon in Madrid, sometime between 1888-1891.

He practiced in Calamba for seven months - from August 1887 to February 1888. 1le
was krewn there as Docetor Ulimsn having recently come from Ge:many. One of the first
cures he made in Calamba was the operatien for catarazet extraction on his mother.

In Yongkong, he established an Eye Clinia. Through circumstantial evidences and
the declaration of relatives, we could point out that Rizal operated on successfully che
first ¢ye of his mother in Hong Kong in 1892. He was called the Spanish Doctor in Hong
Kong.

It is however in Dapitan where he sta yed “four years and thirteen days and a few

hours ** (1892-1896), where he had most of his ophthalmological practice.
His Patients and Clientele. When he pract’ced in Calamba, “Rizal’s fame as an eye spe-
cislist altracted him manv patients from the whola Zistrict and even from Manila) In
Hong Kong, he built a good sized practice. His palients in Dapitan came not * only from
all over the Philippines,” but even from abrcad, Tt was because of this that Rizal met
Josephine Bracken (who later became his wife), the foster daughter of George Traufer, a
blind American engineer from Hong Kong. I! as it is usually done cataract lenses ave gi-
ven at least two to tnree months after operation, the first cataract extraction which res-
tored the sight of lus mother was done in Hong Kong in the early part of 1892, because
in Rizal's lctter of July 16, 1892, before going to exile in Dapitan, he wrote, “If my mo-
ther reseives the pair of glasses for her eyes, cover with a viece of paper the right lens,
so that when I relurn I shall operate on her so that she will have both eyes with very
clear sight”.

Rizol operated on the right cye of his mother in Dapitan in July 1824. Rizal wrote:
“1 have operated on mother for cataract with much success and she could see with much
clearness immediately after. The post-opera ive course went well for three days but en-
couraged by th's, she did not like to follow my instructicns and she ge: up and lay down
glong, removed and put Lack ihe evepad; always telling me that nothing was going to
happen, until her eve became so inflammed (sne suspected that during the night che received
a blow) and now it is very bad. T do not know if I can improve her condition. The ope-
rative would gaped, the iris prolapsed and now thare is a violent inflammation. No-
thing ean quict her and she reads and goes to bright lights and rubs her eyes. It is un-
believabla what has happened. Now I ean understand why it is prohibited for one to treat
mebers of his family”.
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His Ophthalmological Instruments. The ophthalmic and ophthalmological instruments of
Rizal are of the highest quality. He took good care of them. In a letter to his sister Jose-
phine, he stated, "‘you must keep my library clean and proper, my .nstruments also, in
order that they may not get rusty.” His set of operating instruments with ivory handles
in a leather carrying case was obtained from Mon Charriere Collius, Paris. While in Da-
pitan, he used to order his instruments from France. On April 18, 1894, De Maisson Cretes
of Paris sent him suture needle. V. !S. Quitzon described in an issue of Revista Filipina ae
Medicina y Farmacia, two of Rizals instruments-the “Pigmometer” for distilling and
preparation of collyria and hiz wooden operating table

His Operations and Operative Skills. His most frequent operation and that which gave
him fame and income was for cataract. ‘As an oculist he became the wonder of people
wherever he went and many marvelled at his deft fingers, which withsimple scissors le
would operate in no time on the cross-eyed. He had done enucleations, squint and glau-
coma operations grattage for granular conjunctivitis, pterygium und other ophthalmic ope-
rations. He had all the qua'ities that would make an ideal ophthalmic surgeon, a keen
and analytical intellect, lightness of touch and artistry of a painter, courage and imper-
turbability (his pulse was normal even when he was facing the firing squad at Luneta) a
broad and deep knowledge of medicine, ophthalmology and non-medical things and last
but not least, he had been properly and ade quately traired by master ophthaimic sur-
geons.

The more we drive into the life of Rizal as an ophthalmologist, the more we realize
his greatness, his genius and hi: loftiness of character that is truly inspiring to any me-
dical student. physician , and ophthalmologist.

Dr. Geminiano de Ocampo is a Sir Knight Commander, C.J.R.; Professor of Ophthai-
mology, University of the Philippines; Director, De Ocampo Eye Hospital; Past
President, Philippine Ophthalmological Society.
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THE PHILIPPINE ORTHOPEDIC
ASSOCIATON STAMPS
By Deogracias J. Tablan, M.D.

On the occasion of the Silver Amniversary
of the Philippine Orthopedic Association which
was observed on December 11, 1974, the
Bureau of Posts issued a commemorative
stamp on Mareh 17, 1975

The Philippine Orthopedic Association
came into being on December 11, 1949, al-
though at that time it was known as the
Phillippine Society of Traumatie Surgery and
Orthopedies. The first officers were: Dr., Jose
V. de los (Santos, President; Dr. Ambrosio F.
Tangeo Vice-President; Dr. Augusto S.
Besa, Secretary-Treasurer and Dr. Rodolfo
DR. D. J. TABLAN Gonzales, Board Member.

Through the 25 years or more of existence, the Association has contributed to the
nations need for better care for the thousands of disabled Filipines thru its program
of research, conferences both national and international, and in the training of young
doctors in the specialty.

The idea of commemorative stamp was proposed by POA Past Pres. Dr. Deogracias
J. Tablan of the board of Directors headed by POA President Dr. Jose Pujalte. The
proposdl was accepted and Dr. ‘Tablan was authorized to make representations with the
Byreau of Posts. Postmaster General Felizardo R. Tanabe and the Chief of 'Stamp and
Philatelic Section, Mrs. Teofila L. Garcia. were very cooperative and it was their decision
to issue a commemorafive stamp. It was also decided that the stamp shall depict the mu-
ral showing the history of orthopedies in the Philippines. This mural can be viewed -at
the lobby of the National Orthopedic Hospital.

The mural is 3 meters by 5 meters. In the center is the painting of a young lady in
white extending with her left hand a “leaf of hope.” Behind her is a small sapling tied
to a bamboo post symbolically depicting that deformities in children can be corrected if
done early enough and therefore. a bent twig can be made straight again. This small
sapling and the bamboo post is the adopted symbol of both the National Orthopedic Hospital
and the Philippine Orthopedic Association. The rays of the sun behind the tree shows the
numerous services provided by the National Orthopedic Hospital which includes three
major areas,namely: traumatic surgery for accidents. orthopedic surgery, and rehabilita-
tion of the disabled. Pictured along the edgeg of the painting are the old beliefs of our
ancestors in the powers of the bone-setters or herholarios, the superstitious and religious
influences. And lastly, we can see the effects of modern orthopedic surgery to our way
of life eventunally leading to the economic and industrial progress of the nation.



The painting was made by Salvador Tclentino Juban of Angono, Rizal, a protege of
“Botong” Francisco a very famous Filipino painter. Mr. Juban was commissioned by the
National Orthopedic Hospital Nurses Association and two donors who prefers to be ano-
nymous and the painting was finished in J1ne 1972 Selection of the painter and the de-
sign of the painting was made by Dr. Jose Locsin, Assistant Chief of the National Or-
thopedic Hospital

Details of the commemorative stamp is as follows: Souvenir Sheet form with over-all
printing area of 54 x 92.5 MM, depicting the mural; Divided into ten equal parts measur
ing 27 x 18.5 mm edch perforated on all sides. The denomination and quantity are: 45 sen-
timo 9,250,000 (perforate) and 750,000 (imperforate), or P4.50 for the Block of Ten. Print-
ing process is by Offset-Litho in one color. Printer is the Government Printing Office,
Manila Philippines.

The stamp is the first of its kind in the history of Philippine Philately. It is called
setenant block of ten. Due to the nature of its issue and design, in due time, it will be-
come one of the most valuable stampg of the Philippines.

THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL
RED CROSS ON PHILIPPINE
STAMPS

By: L. Stanfield

On August 30, 1905, Miss Mabel T.
Boardman,. Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the American National Red Cross,
organized a group to act as the Philip-
pine branch of the American National Red
Cross . 'The objective was "“To take charge
of disaster relief within the Philippines
and administer American Red Cross relief
funds sent from the United States”.

Designed by Nemesio Dimanlig, Jr., the
stamp features Martino Abellana’s win-
ning Red Cross poster. It was printed by
the American Bank Note Co. of New York.

August 30, 1955 marked the fiftieth year There were only two values issued, com-

of continuous Red Cross service in the
Philippines; however, the stamps comme-
morating this event was not issued until
the following year, August 30, 1956.

14

prising a set, both of the same design:
the 5 centavos in lavender color with
300,000 copies; and the 20 centavos in
gray-brown color with 200,000 copies only.
Of course, the Red Cross emblem in red
is depicted on the upper left hand corner.



Today's Philippine National Red Cross
is actually the same organization estab-
lished in 1905. When independence was
granted to the Philippines in 1946, in a
span of less than a year, the PHILIPPINE
NATIONAL RED CROSS was created
when the late President Manuel A. Roxes
signed Repubhe Act No. 95; this time, it
is no longer a mere branch of the Ameri-
can National Red Cross but an indepen-
dent Philippine Society ,

The PNRC immediately applied to the
International Committee of the Red Cross
in Geneva, Switzerland; Recognition was
granted on March 28, 1947, and on April
15 it was inaugurated by Pres. Roxas with
Mrs. Aurora Aragon Quezon as its first
chairman.

Fittingly enough in 1972, when the PNRC
marked its 25 years of service to the coun-
try, a set of three stamps were issued by
the Bureau of Pusts. Issued on Dec. 21,
1972,, the stamp measures 33 x 48 mm. and
are in the following denominations: 53 and
20s with 2 miilion copies each; and 30s
with 1 million copies oniy. Printed in
five colors by Heliogravure procesz by Joh
Enschede En Zonen of Haarlem, Holland.
Ajgain, the stamp was designed by veteran
artist Nemesio Dimanlig, Jr., and features

Pres. Roxas and Mrs. Aurora Quezon, the
Phil flag and the Red Cross emblem.

A thorough cheek with Philippine Iliswo-
ry though could attesc to the fact that long
before 1905, a so called Wartime Red Cross
was organized by no less than Hilaria del
Rosario Aguinalao, the first wife of Revo-
lutionary leader, Gen. Emilio Aguinald».
Mrs. Aguinaldo voluntarily went out to the
battle grounds and administered first uul
and relief to the wounded and fallen Fi-
lipino revolutionists.

As her group entered Polo, a town in
Bulacan province, bringing with them ban-
dages, medicines, and foodstuffs to the
camps, the people cheered lustily in com-
plete approvation of their violent deeds.
Right then and there, the “Cruz Roja”
(the first Philippine Red Cross) was formed

At times she rode on horseback and wore
dirty clothes to look like an ordinary com-
muter in Cavite wo avoid detection by the
Spanish enemy. When she was captured by
the Americang she lost her infant daughter
Florida Victoria,

Soon after the inauguration of the First
Philippine Republic irr 1898, the formal or-
ganization of its own Red Cross to help the
less fortunate countrymen victimized by
the war and other calamities, was taken
up. With Hilarvia del Rosario Aguinaido
as president, the volunteer society became
known as the Hiyas dela Revolucion.

Recognizing its importance, the revo-
lutionary government readily approved
the constitution of the National Associa-
tion of the Red Cross on Feb. 17. 1899.
Soon, branches were formed in the provin-
ces as morz women willingly joined and
participated actively in its humanitarian
work.

Attesting to the great achievements the
society renderea in behalf of humanily
were the different awards — a diploma of
merit, a decoralion in the form of a Cross,
and a diploma of gratitude given by the
King of Spain to the President of the
Republic, Gen. Emilio Aguinaldo.



Dr. T. H, P. De Tavera, Center

DR. TRINIDAD H. PARDO DE
TAVERA EXPONENT OF
. FILIPINISM

By Sol H. Gwekoh

Trinidad Hermenegildo de Tavera, the
oldest of the three children of Felix Pardo
de Tavera, a Spanish lawyer and govern-
ment official, and Juliana Gorricho, was
born on April 13, 1857 in Manila. He
received the aegreé of bachelor of arts
from Colegio de San Juan de Letran in
1873, the degree of doctor of medicine
from the Sorbonne University, and a di-
ploma from the Ecole Nacionale des Lan-
gues Orientales Vivantes for a Malay
course in December 1885.

Taverd's scientific studies in Philippine
linguistics, medicine, anthropology and or-
thography brought him membership in the
Royal Academy of Languages and the Ro-
val Academy of Sciences, in Madrid. His
article on amcient Filipino writing easily
qualified him for admission into the Societe
Academique Indo-Chinoise in Paris. Back
to the Philippines in 1887, he undertook a
two-year study of Philippine medicinal
plants under a royal grant.
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In the revolution, Tavera became a mem-
ber of the Asamblea Consultativa, then a
representalive of Cebu in the Malolos Con-
gress in 1898, a professor of medicine and
surgery in the Universidad Literaria de
Filipinas, and finally the director of di-
plomacy and later the secretary of foreign
affairs in the first Philippine Republic.

As a member of the Philippine Commis-
sion heinitiated the move to have a govern-
ment-supported medical school and the
adoption of the English language as the
medium of instruction in the public schools.
Subsequently, the Philippine Medical School
was created and became the nucleus of the
University of the Philippines (UP). He
was in its board of control when he was
designated a UP grant in 1908.

On January 23, 1923, Tavera was wp-
pointed the director of the Philippine Li-
brary and Museum. In addition, he was
the head of the UP department of Philip-
pine languages and the lone Filipino mem-
ber in the board of educational survey of
the Philippmes. He received two honorary
degrees: a master of arts from Yale Uni-
versity and a doeter of laws from UDP. lie
died March 25 1925 at 67.



PHILIPPINE MEDICAL

FHILATELY

by

Dr. Aspren S. Talapian

# The issuance of purely medical stamps in
our country started on 16 Dece. 1953 when
the Bureau of Posts issued “Doctor Exu-
mining Boy’ stamps. This is 2-value
postage issue (b¢ & 6¢) commemorating
the 50th Anniversary of the Philippine

Medical Association, the mother medical

association of other various medical so-
cleties in the Philippines.... for some
medical philatelists, however, they may
consider the start of medical issues in
our ccuntry  even during 1906 when
the United States issued “Rizal”, a 2
stamp. We all know, of course that Dr.
Jose P. Rizal, is a physician, and there-
fore, his issuance maybe considered as
the start of medical issue in our country.
Personally, howcver, when I say that a
stanip is purely medical, I meant it to
refer to the purpose and the picturiza-
tion on the stamp i.self.

* There maybe so many stamps which show
nothing definite about medicine and yet
it is issued for a medical congress, acti-
vity of organzational meetings.. . this
to my mind would not fit a purely moe-
dical issue wherein the stamps should
and must necessarily depict a medical

(caring the sick, injecting an
cte....). However, as in

situation
individuul,

¥

other issues depicting persons, if such a
person is a physician, even if the pur-
pose of the stamps is honroing such per-
son for his being a stat:sman, inveater,
ete. .. ,but still he is a physician, then 1
collect such an issue for it is medical.
The reason is obvious... the person
depicted on the stamp is a “physician”

. and that is why, “Rizal” issue is ms-
dical, because he is a physician!

Our country, however has not issued ma-
ny medical issues per se... although,
we did have many overprints and/or sur-
charges. The Rizal issues alone have
countless overprints.

“Rizal” issues however have bcen and is
always an inspiration to us Filipino phy-
siciuns because of not the numbir of
imeves Lut because of Dr. Rizal himself.
In this regard, I am quite happy to in-
icrm our readers that I was able to
help Dr. A. W. Schwartz, former Presi-
dent and Editor of "“Ccalpel & Tongs”,
the medical journal of the Medical Sub-
jeets Unit of the American Topical As-
sociation, when he made a research-arti-
cle on “Rizal’ which was subsequently
published. His article dealt with all the
names of our towns and provinces (if
any, as he stated)... all named Rizal,
and I was able to accomplish this througzh
the help of the Stamps and Philatelic
Section of the Bureau of Posts.

Ag I have stated, we have very few me-
dical issues, and I will name and describe
some of them. Aside from the various
“Rizal” issues that is fiom the Common-
wealth down to the Republic issues, we
came out with the following: Dr. T. Par-
do de Tavera(4--2¢ Library issue 1 April
1949); Dr. Eva Macapagal (with tne
King and Queen of Siam, 3 values, is-
sued 12 June 1965 and with Princess
Beatrix 3 wvalues, issued 4 .July 1065H)
Dr. Mariano Ponce (1 value 30 Dec.
1970); Dr, Pio Valenzucla (1 value, is-
sued 22 July 1974); and Dr. Basilio J.
Valdez (2 values, semi-postal iwsued 8
July 18974). The last two were printed by
government  printing  bureau
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and issued both in perforate and imper-
forate sets.

* The other issues depicting medical con-
ferences Red Cross, Anti Malarials and
anti-TB issues were quite numerous but I
would like to comment on some. The Bu-
reau of Posts issued, although quite late,
the World Heart Month stamps depicting
a sort of ‘valenline-like” design. Then
we hdve the Asian Pediatrie: Congress
wherein a map was the central motif
with the name of the congress of course,
printed. This issue has quite a number
of “freaks” like eolor shifts, missing co-
lors, ete... We also have last year, the
issne honoring the Philippine Heart Cen-
ter for Asia, a project of our beloved
First Lady, Mrs Imelda Romualdez Mar-

cos. The design ig simple but meaning-
ful encugh and the significance is very
dramatic. Indeed, the event itself (when
the Center was opened) was very signi-
fican because almost all well known Car-
diologists and Cardiac surgeons all over
the world were present, a feat that 1s
not done in other countries, as far as I
know!

* QOther pure'y medical issues were the

Gastreenterology issue (2 values issued
11 April 1972) — the stamps depict the
gastro-intestinal tract; the Orthopedic is-
sue, which shows a mural of medical his-
tory in our country. This issue is being
discussed separately by Dr. Tablan in
this issue

MEMBERSHIP HAPPENINGS

as compiled by Fe A, Carandang

It is our deep regret that we were not able to include the name of our member Paul

Woodward in the Membership Directory of our Nov-Dee 1975 issue. We therefore list his

name in this issue, with the note that Paul is a member of the IPPS, having paid his dues

for three years in advance.

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY

WOODWARD, PAUL B.

P.O Box 2003

Culver City, California 90230
PHILS: Stamps of all dominions

OTHERS: Independent countries of Far Rast; Specinlist in forgeries Thailand

stamps.

NEW APPLICANTS FOR MEMBERSHIDP

DR. SEFYMOUR L. RUDMAN — 83 Stony

Hill Rd., Amheest Maes, 0J002; Philippines:

U.S. Administration; Others: US, US Possessiong and Administentive areax, US Postal

Stationery; Member: APS, SPA, ARA;
cialist So., UPSS,

RAY L. COUGHLIN — 5987 Tunrabout

Canal Zone Study Group. Ryuko Philatelic Spe-

Columbin Md, 21044; Philippines: Al

areas; Others: Philippine Revenue, commercinl overprints Perfina; Member: APS, ARDA.

O.L. HARB — 701 Forest Loop Da., Port Hueneme, Culif, 3041, Philippinea: Occupations,
Revenues, overprints; Others: US Revenuer, Canada; Member: Trans Mississippi Philase-
lic So
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Where to Buy

Designed to be a quick reference
guide of sellers, this section af-
fords buyers a list of sellers of va-
rious items. Your name, address
and telephone number can be in-
serted under any appropriate head-
ing you want at a miinmal cost of
P50.00 or US§7.00 a year, or less

PHIL. STAMPS, COINS & SHELLS

Nautilus Shellcraft & Hobby Ctr.
140 Pancho Villg, San Juan
Rizal, Phils., TEL: 70-70-97

STAMPS, COINS & ALBUM PAGES

Afran Stamp Co.
P.O. Box 2313 Manila, Phils.
Telephone: 48-33-76

PHILIPPINE STAMPS & FDCs

Keystamps and Coins Phils.
2109 C.M. Recto Ave., Manila

than P10.00 or US$130 per issue.

One year is the minimum insertion Phils., TEL: 27-28-98
accepted. PHILIPPINE SHELLS

The World of Shells
134 Quad Theatre Arcade
MCC, Makati, Rizal, Phils.

PHILIPPINE STAMPS & COINS

Rogelio de Jesus, Variety Store

2107 C.M. Recto, Mla., Phils., Tel: 27-17-36 PHIL. HANDMADE CIGARS

Spenders Phil. Cigars
CCPO Box 1266 Makati
Rizal, Philippines

PHILIPPINE STAMP PACKETS
Spenders Phil. Stamps

Suite 251-A, Hilton Hotel

Manila, Phils., Tel: 58-31-48 GENERAL MERCHANDISE

Ambassador Gen. Mdse.
Ambassador Hotel Lobby
2021 Mcbini, Manila, Phils.

MANILA WOMEN'S WEAR . . .
THE FIRST PHILIPPINE FASHION
MONTHLY, NOW AVAILABLE
AT ALL LEADING SUPERMARKETS
AND NEWSTANDS/
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